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COMPETITORS 



FOR 



THE MARIE PRIZE 

FOR THE BEST ANSWER TO 
THE QUESTION 

WHAT IS CHARM? 



The Prize was Awarded to 



Mrs. J. METCALFE THOMAS, 



BY A COMMITTEE OF FIVE, 



In the Presence of a Large and Distinguished Audience, 



HELD 



TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JULY 25th, 1899, 



at the 



ART MUSEUM OF SOUTHAMPTON. 



INTRODUCTION. 

In the month of July, 1899, the undersigned, being a visitor at 
Southampton, Long Island, N. Y., suggested a somewhat novel form 
of literary entertainment in our summer communities. It was the 
offer of a prize for the best answer to the question "What is Charm?" 
This contest recalled the open competition of the mediaeval 
Troubadours of which perhaps the Acad^mie des Jeux-Floraux of 
Toulouse in the south of France v/as the outcome, and which was 
afterwards perpetuated by the liberal endowment of the renowned 
C16mence Isaure. 

There is, however, this difference, that the competition of the Jeux- 
Floraux was open and personal, while this one was to be in writing 
and anonymous, the answers being all under noms de plume. 

The Southampton community was informed of the undersigned's 
intention by means of printed circulars (copies of which appear on 
the next page) posted in the Public Library, club houses and other 
appropriate semi-public places. It will be seen that competitors were 
induced to enter the lists under noms de plume, being assured that 
the names of the unsuccessful would remain unknown, unless they 
subsequently consented to their publication. 

From the first appearance of the circular to the final meeting of 
the Committee a little more than a week elapsed, a time limit having 
been fixed, and sixty-nine communications were received, prose and 
verse being about equally represented. 

On the afternoon of July 25th, at 4 o'clock, by invitation of Mr. 
Samuel L. Parrish an informal tea was given at the Art Museum of 
S outhampton, upon which occasion there were assembled about two 
hundred guests in whose presence were read the communications of 
the successful competitors, and then for the first time the sealed 
envelopes containing the names of the authors were opened, unknown 
up to that time even to the Committee itself. With the exception 
of the contributions that were publicly read, twelve in number, all 
the envelopes containing the names of the competitors were destroyed 
unopened. 

The prize, a pin in the form of an enameled laurel leaf, bearing on 
its face the word "Charm" in brilliants, was awarded to Mrs. J. 
Metcalfe Thomas (n&e Louisa Carroll Jackson). 



A special prize, previously unannounced, was presented, also by the 
undersigned, to Dr. H. Holbrook Curtis for the best prose definition of 
Personal Charm. There were in addition four other contributions 
receiving honorable mention which appear in this volume after the 
two prize winners. 

The merit of six other answers induced the Committee to read 
them also and announce the names of the authors. 

The other contributions appearing in this little book have been 
selected from among the remaining fifty-seven not read by the 
Committee. 

Upon the occasion of the awarding of the prizes announcement was 
made that it was the undersigned's intention to have printed in book 
form, for private circulation, a number of the communications (in addi- 
tion to the twelve read by the Committee), unless by August ist any 
of the competitors should object to such use of his or her contribution. 

A list of the selected pieces was later posted and the authors 
were invited to send their names to be published with their noms de 
plume, with the statement that otherwise the pseudonym would alone 
appear. This little volume is the result. 

PETER MARIE, 

6 East 37th Street, 

New York. 



A PRIZE 

Will be awarded to the person who will give 
the best written answer to the question : 

WHAT IS CHARM? 

The answer must be original and written, not oral (type written 
if possible) but may be in prose or verse, and should not exceed one 
hundred words— and should be a definition of PERSONAL CHARM. 

It is requested that no one shall send in more than one answer, 
and that each answer be sent in over an assumed signature, accom- 
panied by a sealed envelope containing the real name, the envelope 
to bear on the outside the assumed name only. 

The answers should be sent in not later than Monday, July 24th, 
addressed : Charm, Meadow Club, Southampton, Long Island. The 
prize is presented by Mr. Peter Marie. The answers will be referred 
to a Committee of Five, and no envelope containing the real name 
will be opened until after the Committee has come to a decision and 
named the pseudonym of the winner of the prize. 
Southampton, L. I., July 14, 1899. 



The Committee appointed to adjudge the prize offered by Mr. 
Maris for the best definition of Personal Charm desires to state that 
only the names of the successful competitors will be made known. 
The sealed envelopes containing the real names of those who are 
unsuccessful will be destroyed unopened. 

In addition to the prize there will be awarded five honorable 
mentions. A number of competitors have already entered. Commu- 
nications will be received up to the last mail on Monday evening, 

July 24th. 

COMMITTEE. 

Mrs. Thomas H. Barber, Mrs. Duncan Cryder, 

Mrs. James L. Breese, Hon. Horace Russell, 

Mr. James C. Parrish. 
Southampton, L. I., July 17, 1899. 

After the Reading on Tuesday afternoon, July 25th, all the 
envelopes containing the real names of those who had failed to obtain 
public recognition from the Committee were destroyed unopened. 
Notice was however, given that it was the intention of Mr. Mari6 to 
have printed a small volume containing, in addition to the first twelve 
pieces, a number of those that were not publicly read. Where the 
real name of the author appears in this volume, consent to the publica- 
tion of the name has been obtained. 



The Committee read publicly the first twelve pieces here 
given. 

To the first they awarded the Prize. 

To the second a consolation prize was given. 

The next five were accorded honorable mention, in 
accordance with the terms of the circular of July 17 th. 

There were, besides these twelve pieces, fifty-seven other 
responses, which were not read, copies of some of which are to 
be found following the first twelve read by the Committee. 
They are given at random, with no attempt at classification. 



INDEX. 

Pseudonym. Name of Author. Page. 

A. B. C Anon 36 

A Dune Dweller Louisa Carroll Thomas 6 

Amyce Anon 32 

Anna Conda Mrs. Henry May 10 

Charmion Anon 35 

Clintonia Anon 37 

Dromio Anon 38 

Egypt Mrs. C. G. Francklyn 17 

Euphrosyne Miss Margaret Crosby 18 

Eureka Miss Janet Henderson 21 

Fog Bound Anon 39 

Anon 24 

Fortes Fortuna Juvat A. J. Dallas Dixon 20 

Frances Hunt Mrs. Arthur T. Brice 40 

Goldenrod E. Tiffany Dyer 15 

Hay Seed E. L. Keyes, Jr 16 

Henry James Anon 27 

Hope Anon 27 

Incognita Anon 22 

Jason N. Smith Anon ir 

Joanna O'CarroU Miss Carrie McCormick 29 

Kumasur Mrs. W. C. Gulliver 34 

Marmion ' T. Gaillard Thomas 14 

Manitou Mrs. T. Gaillard Thomas 27 

M. X Anon. 30 

Nascitur Non Fit Samuel L. Parrish 43- 

October Mrs. Van Ingen. 12 

Otis Anon 33 

Paphos Peter Mari6 45 

Sabina Purdy Anon 23 

Stradivarius Anon , 31 

Surf Walton W. Battershall 8 

The Philosopher H. Holbrook Curtis 7 

The Rhymster Anon 26 

Tiphys Sanborn H. Tenney 13 

Traveller Anon 25 

Tristan Gerrit Smith 19 

Two Anon 28 

Veritas Anon 41 

Wall Flower Anon 44 

Will o' the Wisp Mrs. F. O. de Luze 42 

Zero Edward L. Keyes 9 



To THIS Piece was awarded the Prize. 

WHAT IS CHARM ? 

Charm is the measure of attraction's power 
To chain the fleeting fancy of an hour 
And rival all the spell of Beauty's dower. 

A subtle grace of heart and mind that flows 
With tactful sympathy; the sweetest rose, 
If not the fairest, that the garden knows. 

A quick responsiveness in word and deed, 
A dignity and stateliness at need, 
The will to follow or the art to lead. 

She to whom this most gracious gift is known 
Has Life's great potent factor for her own 
And rules alike the cottage and the throne. 

A Dune Dweller. 
Louisa Carroll Thomas. 



[The Committee reported that this piece gives the most 
accurate definition of Charm, but as it exceeds the prescribed 
limit of (one hundred) words, it could not claim the prize. Where 
upon the originator of this competition offered the writer a con- 
solation prize, entirely irrespective of the Committee.] 

CHARM. 

Charm may be approximately defined as the faculty of 
inducing an agreeable emotion without conscious effort, through 
the medium of an inherent intensity of those attributes of mind 
and body to which we give the names imagination, suggestion 
and grace. 

The person who possesses Charm is sensitive, sympathetic, 
politic, and combines repose of manner with incisiveness of 
thought and speech. 

True Charm must react on all classes and pervade all condi- 
tions; consequently, keenness of intuition is an indispensable 
component of Charm. 

Charm is more subtle than so-called magnetism, for it sug- 
gests a more delicate texture and greater refinement of those 
qualities which make a man or woman magnetic. Though 
perhaps not ethically conceded, physical perfection is an aug- 
mentative factor of Charm, for Charm must always be associated 
with a certain relationship of individual to individual, as well as 
of mind to mind. 

Charm, however, subordinates the objective to the subjective, 
the physical to the psychical. 

Charm deals in suggestion; it is a telepathic influence 

exerted upon the mental environment. It is synonymous with 

no other term; it cannot be analysed. It is as complex and 

indefinable as love. It cannot be taught. It is an accidental 

constituent and must be acquired unconsciously, hence its 

delightful and seductive fascination. 

The Philosopher. 



[The Committee stated that they hesitated long between 
this piece and that signed " A Dune Dweller."] 

CHARM. 

The breath of violets opening to the light, 
The shimmer of the sun on summer seas, 

Low music throbbing through a moonlit night, 
To name Charm's secret were to capture these. 

The subtile, delicate, elusive play 

Of soul touched by a fine intelligence. 
Which moulds th' unconscious gesture, lights the ray 

Of splendid love or laughter in the glance. 

The murmured sympathy, the tender grace 

That lures the heart and smoothes its vague alarm. 

The soul illumining the plastic face, 

The sorcery of goodness, — this is Charm. 

Surf. 



CHARM. 

The personal charm of my lady is found 
In her silvery voice, her fairy-like face, 

The arch of her foot, the curve of her arm, 
The radiant joy of her heavenly face. 

In the flush on her brow, the wave of her hair, 
Her tapering fingers, her velvety cheeks, 

The music that murmurs and ripples and flows 
From her exquisite lips whenever she speaks. 

But the gem that she hides from inquisitive eyes 
Resides in a place where nothing can harm her. 

Concealed from all eyes excepting my own 
In the innocent heart of my personal charmer. 

Zero. 



Charm is a power, 
Charm is a spell, 
Charm is enchantment 
And sometimes — 

• Hell ! 

Anna Conda. 
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CHARM. 

A Charm is wot some fellers wears on their watch chains. 

Sometimes they is critter's teeth, but more times they is 
masonic or odd fellows. 

Some fools carry charms in their pockets, like hoss-chest- 
nuts or rabbit's feet; they ain't no good — specially feet. 

My mother carried 'round a potater to charm off rumatiz — 
she died of rumatiz. Some folks believe iri hoss-shoes to skare 
away gosts and witches — they is good; for since they had hoss- 
shoes, gosts and witches don't bother much. 

The best Charm is not to be a durned fool, and to mind 
your own bizness. If you wear this on your mind you won't be 
left in settlement day. 

If there is any better showin' up of charms I don't know 
'em. If the Committy thinks this settles the question, just send 

the prize to 

Jason N. Smith, 

Shinnecock Reservation. 
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Charm is the permanent force of a magnetic personality. 

October. 
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Who shakes the petals from the rose of June, 

With hope to wrest the secret from her heart ? 

Who breaks the pearly iris -tinted shell, 

To find the music of the restless sea ? 

Who counts the leagues whence starlight shimmers down 

With golden vapour on the misty meads ? 

Who counts the raindrops when the rainbow shines ? 

Or wonders with what colors God has mixed 

The glory of the flaming sunset skies ? 

Wherefore then seek the mystery of charm 

From oracle and altar, fane and shrine ? 

There is one message only comes to thee. 

Which echoes in thy soul : ' Tis Sympathy. 

TiPHYS. 
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WHAT IS CHARM? 

Charm is a subtle essence, fascinating, persuasive, captivat- 
ing ; which from the soul of beauty or from the brain of genius 
emanates. 

More fascinating than wisdom ; more persuasive than 
eloquence ; more captivating than reason ; its influence hyp- 
notizes the senses. 

Thrice blessed is she who, this magic gift possessing, may 
through life's busy maze glide gently, happily on ! To her all 
doors are open. Rulers, warriors, statesmen, all, audience give 
to her, who holds the " Key of Hearts." 

Marmion. 
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CHARM. 

What is Charm ? 'tis hard to find ! 
Quality of soul or mind. 
Possibly a kindly heart, 
And yet it is a thing apart. 

Lithesome figure, pretty face, 
Every gesture made with grace- 
Wit and beauty play their part. 
Nature chaperoned by art. 



Pleasing voice and gracious smile, 
Subtle flattery without guile ; 
Winsome manner undefined. 
No one of these, but all combined. 

GOLDENROD. 
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PUSSONAL CHARM. 

Thus er Yorker comes aroun' ter me 

'N 'e sez, sez 'e, 
We're givin' a nelegant diamond ring, 

Er some sich thing, 
To any old feller, from any old farm, 

As'U tell us the meanin' uv pussonal charm. 

Sez I, ole man, I've got the thing 

'il fetch that ring. 
By pussonal charm yer must mean, I opine, 
A thing that'll slick up yer pusson or mine. 
(I'll rake in the prize by this answer, I hope), 
It's nuthin', b'gosh ! but er tub uv soft soap ! 

Hay Seed. 
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WHAT IS CHARM? 

A will-o'-the wisp that comes not at our call, 
Sweet gift of the Gods that's not granted to all. 

Who then shall define thee, O exquisite " Charm," 
Since mystery enfolds thee with shadowy arm ? 

Like perfume of flowers ? Like azure above ? 

Like the radiance of youth, or the heaven of love ? 
Nay ! words cannot picture our subtle delight, 

As we wander in fairyland, sway'd by thy might. 

Better thus ! Let vain searchings and wonderings cease; 

Greet the spirit of charm, let all else rest in peace. 
Remember the Sphinx in quaint story of old. 

Be content to enjoy ! leave the secret untold. 

Egypt. 
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PERSONAL CHARM. 

I 
The spell of beauty lures and sways, 

A Voice like Music holds my ear ; 
And yet, as pass the hours and days. 

Not these alone do most endear. 

II 

To touch the common round of Life 
With Magic, making all things new ; 

To bring to worldly fraud or strife 
The word and manner that are true ; 

III 
To harmonize discordant hearts. 

Soothing their hidden hurts with balm — 
How may we name these gentle arts ? 

Are they not summed in one word — Charm l 

EUPHROSYNE. 
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CHARM. 

The subtle, hidden lure and sweetness of the rose ; 

The purple, passing fragrance of the violet, 
The drooping lily, desolate at even's close. 

The morning-glory bursting while the dew is wet, 
The long, low, level line of twilight as it dies. 

The laughing trembling moonlight where the surges roll, 
The silent stars which pause, and haunt the immensurate skies, 

The sweet uncomprehended sorrow of a soul. 

Tristan. 
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CHARM. 

Within the heart of man there dwells 

A something half divine, 
How should mere human intellect 

This mystery define ? 

The soul contributes of itself, 

The mind its impress leaves, 
The spirit of the God within 

Binds up the golden sheaves ; 

And in my darling's perfect face, 

And from her lips so sweet, 
And through her pure and shining eyes, 

And in her dancing feet 

There comes upon me like a spell. 

The magic of her charms ; 
T'were worth the best of earth or heaven 

To clasp her in my arms ! 

Fortes Fortuna Juvat. 
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CHARM. 

I. 

An undefinable something is charm, 
It can be for good, it could be for harm. 
A gift of the gods ; magnetic attraction. 
'Tis felt in an influence, not in an action. 

II. 

Its subtle, mesmeric, far-reaching spell 
Is generally found with these virtues as well : 
Gentleness, kindliness, bewitching grace, 
In many a character 'tis shown in the face. 

Eureka. 
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PERSONAL CHARM. 

It is not beauty, is not wit. 
Neither is it clothes that fit ; 
It is not grace, or strength of arm 
This personal, elusive charm. 

It is not courage, is not health. 
Is not position, manners, wealth, 
It's not vivacious, nor yet calm — 
Quite indefinable is charm. 



It's none of these virtues, 

Yet all of them, too, 
It's one thing for me 

And another for you. 
'Tis that which each person 

Since old Adam fell 
Thinks he himself has, 

Though he never would tell. 

Incognita. 
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CHARM? 

The pleading of low music in the night, 
The smiling blueness of bright summer seas, 
The soft enchantment of the lazy noon, 
The strength and solemn sweetness of the woods. 
The witchery of charm lurks in all these. 
The glow of soul and high intelligence 
That -lights a mobile face, and which endows 
Each motion with an innate graciousness. 
The spirit's pleasing sorcery is charm, 
Compelling homage and enchaining souls. 
The genius of the heart, the subtle spell 
Of generous thought and tactful sympathy. 

Sabina Purdy. 
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CHARM. 

Charm is not in beauty of figure or face. 

Nor in richness of garment or delicate grace. 
'Tis a something unknown, that words cannot express, 

And that those, who are born with it, cannot repress. 
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PERSONAL CHARM. 

Who can teach us of this spell 
Which we all have known so well ? 
Where its secret magic lies ? 
Why its power never dies ? 

Like the murmur of the rill 
Oft it holds us 'gainst our will ; 
When the wave beats on the shore 
We are silent and adore. 

'Tis a gift, which we can use 
For good or evil if we choose. 
Close as charm and harm may be, 
There's the difference of a sea (c). 

Traveller. 
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CHARM. 

Charm, sweet and subtle thing, an essence is, 
Which, permeating from a sympathetic soul, 
Projects its restful influence, and inspires 
Feelings akin to love, and joy, and peace, 
In those who are less blest and are in need. 

'Tis like the perfume wafted on the breeze. 
Of fragrant flowers of the early spring, 
So undefined and scarce perceptible, 
Its own identity masterly concealed, 
But makes us feel that Nature doth awake. 

So doth a mind pervaded with its charm, 
Make itself known, unconscious to itself, 
Awakening sweet response to Nature's call. 

The Rhymster. 
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CHARM. 

Charm is that nameless something in men and women that 
draws one to the person possessing it, regardless of admirable 
qualities of head or heart. It is undefinable and irresistible as 
the power of the North for the mariner's needle. 

Henry James. 

The quality of awakening the greatest number of agree- 
able associations in the greatest number of persons. 

Hope. 

A child lay sleeping within the Fairy Circle on Midsum- 
mer's Eve, and, gathering for their revels, each radiant fay 
crowned her with some gracious gift. Then spoke the Fairy 
Queen : " The greatest of all gifts I bestow upon her — that 
power, which not dependent upon youth, or beauty, or genius, 
can influence all minds, sway all wills, win all the world to her 
feet, and in parting make each feel that life is brighter and 
happier for having known the radiance of her presence — that 
power which mortals call ' charm.' " And the sleepy blue-bells 
chimed " Charm ! Charm !" 

Manitou. 
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WHAT IS CHARM? 

I have read a painful story, 
That in evening of his glory, 
Warren Hastings took to verses. 
Having done with Indian curses. 
Lord Macaulay thinks his guests 
Eventually became depressed 
As they listened every morning; 
Let all amateurs take warning. 

But for once a prize to win 
Where angels pause, I will rush in. 
Charm a weapon I should say, 
December wields it, likewise May ! 
And its victims, once attached, 
Accept defeat, a foregone fact ; 
With one sweet stab, they are laid low. 
Like walls of ancient Jericho. 

Two. 
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CHARM. 

An interest deep unsounded ; a sympathy unbounded ; 

That reckless runs to spend itself, nor asks again. 
Beauty, wit, wisdom's leaven, e'en goodness is forgiven 

To them who hold this magnet that draws the hearts of men. 

A swift, sure, understanding, all-seeing, yet demanding 
Of each his utmost best, undreamed perchance 'till then. 

The strength of weakness taking to weave a bond unbreaking 
It binds in subtle witchery the captured souls of men. 

Joanna O'Carroll. 
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CHARM. 

The unconscious depths of baby's eyes enthral, 

Yea, but I pray, behold this wrinkled face 

With kindness written o'er, doth power not live 

Hereon to draw thy ready sympathy ? 

See this fair maid — the Spring is shining here, 

And thy heart sudden feels an answering joy. 

Approaches one whose saddened mien betrays 

Hard battles fought and resignation won: 

Peace radiating from her like the scent 

Of generous flowers. Anew thy heart is swayed. 

Tell me what riddle's here ? What quality 

Makes kindred these who tascinate in turn 

Drawing with gentlest arm ? Surely it must be this, 

That we call charm. 

M. X. 
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Charm, the open sesame to love, is the magnetism of the 
feelings, the electricity of the soul. 

Stradivarius. 
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CHARM. 

What would you then — an evanescent flare, 

A subtle something that is neither here nor there, 

A floating melody — a chord which strikes 
True music on the barren, voiceless air ? 

Charm is, perhaps, a merriment of soul, 

Of wit and beauty each a slender dole, 
These three upborn and nourished in the heart 

By perfect sympathy — you have the whole. 

Amyce. 
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CHARM. 

What is charm ? A fleeting something 
Which we feel but cannot gain, 
Magnetizes, draws, enthralls us ; 
Holds us by a silken chain. 
'Tis not beauty, that is fleeting, 
Charm is sexless, ageless, too ; 
Envied, longed for, lasting ever. 
And possessed by all too few. 



Otis. 



33 



CHARM. 

What is this magic 

That men call " Charm " ? 
Is it a quality 

To do us harm ? 

Comes it by nature 

Or comes it through art ? 
Springs it from mind 

Or springs it from heart ? 

Whatever you call it, 

From whence it doth spring, 
Who denieth the power 

Its possession doth bring. 

But " Charm," to be true. 
Must an influence be. 

Innately revealing 
Your Ego to me. 



KUMASUR. 
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CHARM 

Is an indescribable and unconscious gift, possessed by few 
people. 

Be it of voice, or grace of mind, person or manner, it 
tends to veil all defects and gives its possessor a personal 

magnetism and ascendancy over others. 

Charmion. 
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WHAT IS PERSONAL CHARM? 

In its highest form, 'tis an essence pure 

That pervades the heart and mind, 
And gives to each utterance its owner makes 

A ring, that arrests mankind. 

'Tis something born in a human soul. 

Not wrought by the human will ; 
It clothes its possessors with sovereign power, 

And arms them their role to fill. 

Part of the secret lies in this, 

If secret there needs must be ; 
The Psychic power, which the centre is, 

From all thought of self is free. 

A. B. C, 
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CPiARM. 

Charm is harmony. 

The person who best expresses some natural gift of beauty, 
or of mind, or soul, without discordant note in manner, speech 
or gesture, is charming. 

Clintonia. 
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CHARM. 

Personal charm is the outward expression of inward loveli- 
ness. It is the manifestation of the good and unselfish and 
pure that is within. No real charm can be assumed ; it must 
be natural. 

It consists in a lively sympathy for one's neighbor, a noble 
mind, simplicity of thought and action and unconsciousness of 
self. 

It is, in short, the essence of good breeding and refinement. 

Dromio. 



WHAT IS CHARM? 

Charm means to me those qualities of heart, mind and 
body which separately and collectively call forth a willing and 
rational admiration. 

It is a not a cardinal virtue, but an assemblage of graces, 
some inborn and others engrafted. 

Sympathy of voice and manner not overdone ; apprecia- 
tive understanding and expressed interest in thoughts, spoken 
by eye or tongue. 

Deeds, big or little, but prompted by tact and unselfish- 
ness, modesty, and the right hand's ignorance of what the left 
is doing. Fog Bound. 
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CHARM. 

Personal charm is the capacity to attract and to command 
in others interest and admiration for some endowment of the 
mind or person which one may possess to a marked degree. 

Personal charm can only exist when based upon truth. 
High and noble views of life and character, a cheerful disposi- 
tion, graciousness of manner, generous and unselfish im- 
pulses, love and affection, and beauty of mind or person, are 
all elements of natural truth in an individual. The power to 
interest another in a state of mind or heart which one does not 
truly feel one's self, is but fascination and deception. 

Frances Hunt. 
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CHARM. 

Charm is a gift, like beauty, talent, intellect— none of 
which constitutes it, although each enhances it. 

Charm consists of the power to allure, to fascinate with 
brilliancy, wit and piquancy — irrespective of character. It may 
be the attribute of a faithful Penelope, as well as of a glowing 
Helen. 

The description of so subtle a grace is difficult. Can it 
not be more faithfully portrayed by illustration ? 

What charm can possibly be more attractive, more beau- 
tiful than that of character — of one whose life has been devoted 
to giving pleasure to others ; thus forming a chain of charms, 
embracing courtesy, kindness, sympathy, generosity and sin- 
cerity. 

Veritas. 
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CHARM. 

What is it? That mysterious and indefinable gift that 
fascinates and attracts us one towards another. 

It is not given always to the beautiful or to the talented, 
nor yet to the good ones of the earth, though they may possess 
it, or even to " golden youth." It often clings to age and in- 
creases as the gifted one learns the lessons that life brings to 
us all ; it is an utterly intangible and subtle gift often more 
potent than beauty or wealth. 

Those fortunate endowed ones have many privileges and 
often throw sand in our eyes and blind us to their faults, by 
their blandishments and are forgiven much though we scarce 
know why. 

After all, what charm definitely is, is and will always 
remain an unsolved problem. 

Will o' the Wisp. 
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CHARM. 

" I do not like thee, Doctor Fell, 
The reason why I cannot tell." 

The subtle under-current which determines personahty is 
elusive of confinement in words. 

The gift of adapting one's self sympathetically and intelli- 
gently to the environment of the moment, while retaining a 
distinct individuality, is the key-note of personal charm, and 
may exist without manners or beauty, though aided by both. 

Consummate art may long delight, and even for a while 
deceive, but art without heart, in the closer relationships, will 
soon strike a discordant note and ultimately recoil. 

The broader the sympathy and keener the intelligence, the 
more effective and far-reaching the charm. 

NaSCITUR NGN FIT. 



43 



Personal charm consists in broad sympathy, concentration 
of mind, love of conquest and the suppression of self. 

A kindly feeling, having its source in sympathy, apparent 
in the eyes and manner, produces a reciprocal sentiment. 

Concentration of attention to the words and a real or 
apparent interest in the presence of others flatters and heightens 
self esteem. 

Love of conquest or the spirit of the chase produces a 
veiled desire, the less obvious the more efficacious, to increase 
the number of one's adherents. 

Subordination of self to the interests of others is a subtle, 
irresistible and unobtrusive flattery. 

Wall Flower. 
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CHARM. 

'Tis a spirit of sweetness and gladness, 
Oft by sympathy softened to sadness, 
Which engagingly listens, intent 
As if watching a star's bright descent ; 
Then answers with nonchalant grace, 
Like a bird on its matinal chase. 
Fresh fragrance with melody blending. 

It keeps fancy to reverie tending. 

As, unconscious, it seemeth to hover 

On the verge 'twixt the friend and the lover. 

'Tis a talisman, modest but mighty, 

Ever suave — oft piquante — sometimes flighty — 

Natural — ^playful — distinguished : 

A firefly, now lit, now extinguished. 

'Tis a dove from the ark of desire. 
In its grasp bearing arrows of fire; 
O'er whose wings, scintillating afar. 
Shines Diana's immaculate star. 

The spirit of beauty is in it, 

And it dons a new grace ev'ry minute. 

For it weareth in turn varied guises 

And entices the soul with surprises. 

Awakening blithe agitations 

With Jupiter-like transformations. 

Till the tide of enchantment advancing 

Toward the heart — soon achieves its entrancing; 

And the heart, glorified by the capture. 

Wears its chains with ineffable rapture. 

Paphos. 
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